At the beginning of 2021, the Carolyn Kelly Memorial Education Fund
determined that it wanted to finish what it started; to fully fund the balance of
the current educational track of some of the existing award recipients. All prior
recipients were invited to submit applications, and many did. The process of
selecting the two candidates to receive the Finish Line Program© award, out of
the pool of incredible and worthy applicants, was the hardest endeavor
undertaken by the Fund to date. As much as we wished to endow all the
candidates, we were able to only provide this prestigious award to two winners.
Their inspirational stories are below.

Much can be taught, and much can be learned through the arts.
This is the mantra of Nancy O. A dancer, choreographer, writer, director,
filmmaker, teacher.
Whether it is a social issue like BLM, Climate Change, or LGBTQIA, Nancy
donates her valuable time and effort to help those who are underprivileged,
discriminated against, and disenfranchised, with her art.
She brings her talents to hospitals, rehab centers senior homes and juvenile
detention centers. Over her 20 years in the arts, she has produced numerous
shows, films, and artistic productions. However, as time takes its toll on a

dancer’s body, Nancy realized that it was time to educate the next generation.
To do so meant getting the appropriate education credentials for herself as well.
Her desire to help overcome major social issues in her community at large, as
well as the social issues that permeate the performing arts (i.e. misogyny,
racism, gender bias, to name a few) are what drive Nancy O. is what led to the
CKMEF review board to decide she was a worthy candidate for a Finish Line
Program© award. She will be completing her degree in the master’s program of
performance creation at Goddard College in June 2022.
We hope that the success that Nancy attains toward addressing those issues
that she cares so much about will inspire others to follow in her footsteps

We were first introduced to Derrick in January of 2020 when he applied for a
scholarship from the Carolyn Kelley Memorial Education Fund as a first-year
college student.
CKMEF awarded Derrick a partial scholarship based not just upon his grades and
his active participation in so many organizations outside of his curriculum, but
his overcoming of immense adversity early in his life as a disadvantaged youth.
Derrick experienced the harsh reality of the disparity between the have and
have nots.

As a child he listened to the beat of a different drummer, never following the
latest trends or fads but instead adopting the singleminded presence early on to
become a medical doctor. His goal: Not just to become a general practitioner,
but specifically to become a Pediatrician.
Evaluating Derrick for a Finish Line Program© award, we came to know him on a
much deeper level. Through his actions he has demonstrated a level of maturity,
discipline, and resiliency far beyond his 21 years.
It is these traits, determination, drive and his actions giving unselfishly to the
underprivileged in his community that culminated in the decision to grant him a
Finish Line Program© award. Derrick will be completing his undergraduate premed studies at Dillard University in Louisiana.
CKMEF is very excited to be able to facilitate the promising future of people like
Derrick W.

